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This article aims to examine the cultural spread of pseudoscience in the context of the
internet and, given the expanding power of science and technology in societies, seeks
to conceptualize the reasons for the spread of pseudoscience as a cultural phenomenon
from a cognitive-communicative perspective. The method used for this purpose is nar-
rative review and theoretical synthesis. Since the scope of the study is propositional, the
relevant domains were first identified. Subsequently, selected articles were reviewed,
summarized, and integrated using the narrative review approach. Based on the findings,
two categories of factors lead users to disseminate pseudoscience in virtual environ-
ments: characteristics of the message and users’ mental states or needs. However, the
activation of cognitive alertness mechanisms can interrupt this process, such that a user,
upon identifying content as pseudoscientific, refrains from sharing it or transfers it with a
different function by attaching a counter-narrative to it. It should be noted that the latter
case does not prevent the dissemination of pseudoscience.
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