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The aim of this article is to provide a historical analysis of the evolution of video gover-
nance and policymaking in Iran, taking into account the transformations in the gover-
nance of mass broadcasting media over the past four decades, with particular emphasis
on developments from the 2010s onward. In other words, by analyzing the institutions
of radio, television, and video, along with their content policies and their regulatory and
administrative practices, the article advances the claim that the policymaking and reg-
ulation of video have historically evolved in specific ways. This historical trajectory also
explains why the dispute over the regulatory authority for video-on-demand platforms,
and specifically the definition of widespread audio and video, has remained unresolved.
The methodology of the article is primarily based on documentary analysis. Through a
historical and critical examination of particular phases in the development and transfor-
mation of video and media policymaking from the perspectives of legislation, techno-
logical change, and conceptual contestation, the article seeks to identify the origins of
the current conflict. Following the document analysis, five phases were identified: the
ideological phase, the pragmatic phase, the libertarian phase, the technological phase,
and the policymaking phase. Ultimately, despite media convergence and the increasing
intermediality of media forms, video and video-on-demand platforms cannot be sub-
sumed under television broadcasting. Therefore, the term widespread audio and video
may encompass live streaming, IPTV, and online television-like services, but it does not
apply to video-on-demand platforms. The governance and regulation of these platforms,
in theoretical, legal, and historical terms, should remain under the authority of the coun-
try’s primary cultural governance institutions.
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