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In postrevolutionary Iran, the politics of producing space was grounded in organizing space
according to the requirements of the religious law. The transformation of the Iranian nation
into the Shiite ummah through the 1979 Revolution generated the need to create religious-
ly sanctioned spaces aimed at removing vice from the public sphere and promoting devout
religious practice. A clear example of this is hijab, which women are required to observe
in Islamic public space based on the dichotomy of mahram and non-mahram. However,
with the emergence of the social network Instagram, it became possible to share visual
situations in which women were unveiled, making the state of being without hijab in pri-
vate space publicly visible. This led to the formation of a collective visual habit of seeing
unveiled Iranian women and transformed this habit into a visual unconscious shaped by
the entanglement of society with digital technology. Within the collective unconscious of
Instagram users, seeing the unveiled body of Iranian women has become habitual, and at
the very least, user profiles have contributed to normalizing such habituation. The primary
aim of the present article is to examine this particular function of Instagram, which became
radically activated during the Woman, Life, Freedom movement. The theoretical frame-
work employed in this article is grounded in posthumanism and is rhetoric-centered, with
rhetoric conceived as critique. According to the findings, Instagram has created an expan-
sive public sphere in which the private unveiled body has been transformed into a public
unveiled body. The collective visual experience of the public unveiled body on Instagram
has cultivated a visual unconscious of bodily transformation within Iranian culture.
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